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	The dynasty that began with Frankish rulers of the eighth century (such as Charles Martel, Pepin the Short, and Charlemagne), and lasted in Germany and France into the tenth century.
	Church law often laid down by the Pope.
	Of or relating to cultivated land or the cultivation of land.



	The system of knighthood, together with the privileges, duties, and manner of knights. Also, the qualifications or character of knights, such as valor, dexterity in arms, courtesy, etc.
	King of the Franks from 768–814 and Holy Roman Emperor (as Charles I) from 800–814.
	A fortress, usually with multiple buildings and thick walls, that often dominated the surrounding medieval countryside. Castles could be built out of materials such as stone and wood.

	The political and economic system in which lords and vassals provided each other with certain obligations.

	Medieval military expeditions made by Christian Europeans to recover the Holy Land from the Muslims in the 11th, 12th, and 13th centuries.
	All those who are ordained for religious service.



	A loosely federated European political entity that began with the papal coronation of the German King Otto I as the first emperor in 962.

	An ancient western Germanic group that rose to power in the Middle Ages.
	A parcel of land that a lord grants a vassal to fulfill the obligation of maintenance.



	A person with authority over others and usually an inherited title of nobility. Medieval lords had control of land that they could parcel out to vassals in exchange for feudal obligations.

	A man-at-arms bound to the performance of certain duties, among others to attend to his sovereign or feudal lord mounted on horseback in time of war.
	The main (often central) tower of a castle that was usually the center of the castle's defense. The castle's outer defenses would be built around the keep.



	The period from the fall of the Western Roman Empire in 476 to the fall of Constantinople in the Eastern Roman Empire in 1453.

	A term used to describe the medieval system of land control through which lords could control and manage their lands.
	The center of control over a fief through which a manorial lord would manage his estate's land.




	
	
	

	A privileged social and political class in the feudal system.

	A religious establishment of monks. Also sometimes called an abbey.
	The ruler of government or the sovereign who reigns over the state. Often the monarch of a country is referred to as its king or queen.



	The humanistic revival of classical art, architecture, literature, and learning that originated in Italy in the 14th century and later spread throughout Europe.

	An often fatal disease caused by the bacterium Yersinia pestis, transmitted to humans usually by fleas that have bitten infected rats or other rodents.
	A member of a lower class comprised of agricultural laborers (those that work the land).



	Agricultural workers that were tied to the land and owed obligations to the manorial lord. If a new lord were took control of a manor, the serfs of the previous lord would remain to work the fields for the new lord.
	Referring to the affairs of the world rather than to spiritual affairs or affairs of the Church.


	A religious rite or act believed to be sacred.


	A person who owes a lord fealty and feudal obligations in exchange for protection and maintenance from the lord.

	A martial competition between knights. Jousting and hand-to-hand combat took place during tournaments.
	The annual tax in support of the Church that amounted to ten percent of a person's income.



	
	
	


